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animates the latter is of a superior essence. Their
death, we are told, is often barren. What does
that matter? The uselessness of the sacrifice
does not take an iota from its divine virtue.

Social institutions tend more and more to dim-
inish the wretchedness of the humiliated. They
also tend to sow upon earth the happiness of all
through all. Goodness takes possession of human
beings. Conscious in some, instinctive in others,
it acts under all circumstances. Rich or poor apply
its principles under the form of forced taxes or vol-
untary contributions. Its results tend to render
earth more attractive and men perfect. Good-
ness has ascended in rank. It is more complex
and, for that very reason, more unheeded. Under
the form of weakness of the soul or of instinctive
emotions, we should be softened. Classified and
in the position of a social duty, it remains indis-
cernible. This does not prevent it from growing.
The day is not distant when it will be understood
that the best human being is the one who does
the most good to his community.

XIII. The teacher of my childhood, with whom
I enjoy examining human affairs, laid his spectacles
carefully on his desk, smiled pleasantly at me and
continued:

"The boat which was taking us toward the Cape